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Why did Public Trust complete the review?
The purpose of the review was to identify operational improvements and implement a granting 
strategy for the Trust to:

•	 assist the Trustee to achieve the charitable objects of the Trust
•	 provide applicants with a clearer understanding of what the Trust will support in making 

grants and scholarships to individuals and charitable organisations
•	 manage	the	Trust	as	cost-effectively	as	possible	while	maintaining	an	appropriate	

balance with achieving the objects of the Trust.

How much did the New Zealand Communities Growth Trust pay for the
review?
The New Zealand Communities Growth Trust was not charged for the review.

Who did Public Trust consult as part of the review?
The Trustee has taken into account the views of the former residents of Centrepoint, the 
Advisory Trustee from time to time, learnings from previous administration and the 
research completed by Massey University. The Trustee has also obtained an external legal
review, which considers the granting strategy to be suitable.

When will the next review be completed?
The granting strategy will be reviewed again in 3 years’ time, prior to 1 July 2021.

What is the position of the Advisory Board and Advisory Trustees?
The Advisory Board/ Trustee governance structure ended on 30 September 2012 and was not 
renewed. As part of the review, it is considered that, at this stage, there is no requirement for an 
advisory committee, advisory board or Advisory Trustees.

What does Public Trust charge to administer the Trust?
As a professional Trustee, our fees and charges are based on the work we do. Public Trust’s fees 
can be viewed on our website.

What	is	the	financial	position	of	the	New	Zealand	Communities	Growth	
Trust?
The	financial	accounts	for	the	Trust	for	the	year	ending	30	June	are	lodged	with	Charities	
Services. They are available to view on the Charities Services website.

Why are applications considered twice monthly?
The approach to have set review dates is consistent with similar Trusts providing individual 
funding	-	it	is	also	a	more	effective	and	efficient	way	to	administer	the	Trust.
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Who	will	benefit	from	the	New	Zealand	Communities	Growth	Trust	going	
forward?
It is inconsistent with the purpose of a Charitable Trust to only provide funding to a small group 
of	people.	The	Trust	has	a	very	wide	potential	base	of	beneficiaries	it	could	support,	comprising	
of both individuals and organisations. Going forward, the Trust will support individuals 
disadvantaged by cults or communities and, in particular, past residents of Centrepoint and 
their children. The Trust will also begin supporting organisations that provide services that meet 
the purposes of the Trust.

Has there been a reduction in funding?
No, in fact the funding available for the next 3 years has increased. The Trust will grant 
$300,000 per year for the next 3 years as follows:

•	 Individuals: Relief of poverty and counselling and therapeutic - $150,000 
(approximately $12,000 per month); education (scholarships) - $30,000.

•	 Organisations:	Therapeutic	and	counselling,	education	and	public	benefit	-	$120,000. 

What can former Centrepoint residents and their children apply for?
Former Centrepoint residents and their children can continue to apply to the Trust for funding 
towards relief of poverty, therapeutic and counselling, and education (scholarships being open 
once a year).

Why are the criteria for therapeutic and counselling applications and relief 
of	poverty	applications	different?
The	two	objects	of	the	Trust	have	different	definitions	and	purposes.	The	Trust	can	
provide	financial	assistance	towards	relief	of	poverty	-	Charities	Services	defines	this	as	‘people	
who	are	in	need,	aged,	or	who	are	suffering	genuine	financial	hardship	from	a	temporary	or
long-term change in their circumstances’. Generally, this includes anyone who does not have 
access to the normal necessities of life that most people take for granted.

Applicants	for	relief	of	poverty	should	have	an	identifiable	need	arising	from	their
circumstances	that	requires	support	and	difficulty	in	addressing	that	need	themselves.	There	is	
no requirement to determine this for therapeutic and counselling applications.

Who can I contact if I have questions or concerns regarding the Trust? 
The Trust is managed actively by a client manager alongside their manager to provide day-to-
day oversight of the management of the Trust. The team can be contacted at
nzcgt@publictrust.co.nz or 0800 371 471.
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